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DEMOCRATS RENEW
THE SHIPBILL FIGHT

Declare Measure Will Be Kept
Before Senate Until March

4, if Necessary.

FYTRA SESSION BELIEVED
NOW TO BE INEVITABLE

Senator Fletcher Will Offer Amendment
to Clarke Motion to
Recommit. »

Xdministration leaders in the Senateannounced today that they intendedto flght on for the passage of the
government ship purchase bill. They
Insisted that they would keep the bill
before the Senate if it took all the rest
of the present session and forced an

extra session this spring to care for the
appropriation bills.
If this course be followed, nn extra

t-ession is believed to be inevitable.
A shift of plans was ordered today

by the leaders. Instead of allowing the
s}iip bill to be recommitted and then
attempting to put ftirough the Gore
ruction to discharge the commerce committeefrom further consideration of a

similar measure, tne Jeaaers determinedto offer an amendment to the
Clarke motion to recommit the bill so

that the committee would be instructed
to report out the bill again within
twenty-four hours and amended so as

to satisfy the republican progressives.

Republicans Will Talk.
When this plan became known to the

republicans, they announced that any
amendment offered to the Clarke motionto recommit #the bill would be
discussed at length." This is taken

to mean that they will begin their filibusterimmediately. They insist that
they will be able to talk the ship bill
*o death between now and March 4.
Night sessions may be the order of the
lay even .before a vote is had on the
motion to amend the Clarke motion to
recommit.

It was reported this morning that
ninety-six senators were in Washington.the total membership of the Senate,and that they were ready to take
their places in the Senate chamber and
vote. This is almost unheard of in
the recent history of* the Senate, for
usually some of the senators are out
of the city or paired. But the struggle
over the ship bill has grown so Intense
that the leaders on both sides have
exerted every effort to get their men

here.

Fletcher to Force Bill.

* ship bill,
the amendment to the Clarke motion,
und declared that he intended to keep
the bill before the Senate to the exclusionof all other business.
Wuen the Senate convened today.

Senator Rtnsdell of Louisiana made a

speech defending the administration bill
Hid criticising the republicans for their
filibuster against the measure.

Two Ship Advocates Arrive.

With the arrival in Washington today
of Senattor Smith of South Carolina and
Senator Newlands of Nevada, the only
two democrats who have been absent
from the Capitol during the last few days,
the situation suddenly shifted in connectionwith the administration ship purchase
bill. Their votes will make it possible for

publicans to amend the Clarke motion to
recommit the bill so as to provide for
amendments to the bill satisfactory to
the progressive republicans and instruct1g the committee to report the bill back
to the Senate.

It is likely this course will be followed
ij-stead of permitting the bill to be recommittedand of relying upon the democraticand progressive republicans to pass
the Gore motion to discharge the commercecommittee from further considerationof the bill introduced by Mr. Gore,
which is the administration bill with two
amendments.
The return to Washington of Senator

Smith had not been expected by the administrationleaders and they were countingupon using the Gore motion to get
the bill before the Senate again.
The votes of Senator Smith and SenatorNewlands will make the vote on a

motion to amend the Clarke motion to
recommit stand 4S to 4S, and the Vice
President could cast the deciding vote in
favor of the administration leaders.

Senator Smith, it is understood, will
support the administration In its light forthe ship bill, notwithstanding rumors thathe was opposed to the measure.

Stone and Williams
Still Full of Fight

Democratic senatorial callers at the
White House today were completely at
sea as to the future of the ehip purchasebill and the outlook for an extrasession of Congress. None of the
callers, however, discussed the situationwith the President. They were
accompanied by visitors or had other
things to talk about.
No conference of the democratic leaderswith the President has been arranged,but the expectation was widespreadthat the President will determinewithin a few days whether he

will continue to push the bill regardlessof whether it entails an extra
ecsfllon which he has told friends he
sincerely would like to avoid.
wnen tne rresiaent aoee confer with

the Senate leaders, though, he will find
a wide conflict in opinion upon the
question of dropping or keeping upthe fight on the bill until the close of
congress. The inner feeling is tendingstrongly toward the plan of dropping
u f bill entirely if votes taken today
or in the next few days show that the
<: omoerats cannot put a measurethrough without forcing an extra session.

Seek Vote Today.
The democrats will seek today to

force the parliamentary situation back
to the point wheere the republicans
must once more be wholly responsible
lor a filibuster and the defeat of the
bill at this session. Having put them
in this position, the democrats may becontent to stop their fight and turn tothe appropriation bills to avoid an extrasession.
A number of democratic senators believethat the politics of the fight willb< favorable to the party if they can

p.ace the responsibility for defeat uponlite republicans alone, as they will thenbe able to tell the voters that the I'resfdentand his party offered the counirva vehicle for increased prosperity4 and the republicans refused to let it
Income law.
Senator Overman of North Carolina,

whose leadership tho President respects
for its wise suggestion, and who ia
often. called Into conference at the

White Tloi^se. was with the President a
short time today, but talked about s

patronage matter, he said. Mr. Overmanbelieved thaf a vote would be ob
tained in the Senate late this afternooi
that would give an idea as to later developments.

Williams Favors Extra Session.
Senator John Sharp Williams of Mis

sissippi, full of fight over the question
stated, on leaving the White House
that if the ship bill be defeated by 2

filibuster lie would like to see an extri
session called.
"Let us have the extra session," h<

said, "and we will then put through tin
ship bill and a rural credits bill, therebycompleting our program of legisla
tion The constituents of the so-callei
democratic senators who are opposing
this measure can then determine
whether they are worthy of return t<
the Senate."
Senator Stone of Missouri was at tin

White House, but did not sec the President.He is still full of tight and it
willing to* force the ship question righito the end.
The suggesion was made today thai

even if the ship fight continues close tc
the end of this month and can then be
definitely settled the democrats mighl
avoid an extra session by passing 21
Joint resolution continuing the, appropriationbills for the present fiscal yearuntil Congress again meets next December.This suggestion has been underconsideration by the leaders for
some time and, of course, contingent
upon the ship purchase fight beingbrought to a final vote prior to March
4. Should the republicans be able tc
kill the bill by a filibuster to the end
of the session an extra session would
be absolutely necessary to provide appropriations,it was pointed out.

Invite Wilson to Missouri. .

Representative Borland of Missouri
called on the President today with a
delegation from the Chamber of Commerceof Kansas City, which extended
an invitation to Mr. Wilson to visit
that city on his way to or from San
Francisco. The President told his
visitors that even the California trip
was contingent on the European situationand upon the outcome of the fight
in Congress. He sincerely hoped to
avoid an extra session, he declared,
and hoped to know within a few dhys
what to expect in that direction. At
present, however, he could make no
promises about a trip across the continent.
Representative Tribble of Georgia

told the President today that a careful
canvass of the House showed that the
ship purchase bill, if it passes the
Senate, will go through the House by
a majority of from twenty-five to
thirty votes. The Georgia delegation,
with one possible exception, would be
for the bill, he said.

Mr. Tribble said that the situation
in the House had been carefully investigatedand there was no doubt as
to the safe majority the bill would
have there.

HOUSE GIVES SETBACK
TO JIM CROW CAR BILL

Set* Aside District Day and Pro<!Wa»W!Ul "Sandry Civil
Appropriations.

The first test vote on the "Jim Crow"
bill for the District of Columbia taken
in the House today was a temporary
setback for the bill by a vote of 168
to 107. Although the vote was not
taken directly on the bill, the friends
of the measure had been rallied by
Representative Clark of Florida, authorcf the bill. In an effort to prevent
Chairman Fitzgerald of the appropriationscommittee, from overriding Districtday and going ahead with the
sundry civil appropriation bill.
When the House assembled at 11

o'clock Representative Clark, with the
bill in his pockets, entered the House,
followed by an unusually large group
of southern men, for an 11 o'clock meetingof the House.

Chairman Johnson's Plea.
After the brief morning business had

been concluded. Representative Fitzgeraldmoved that the House go into
committee of the whole to consider
further the items in the big sundry
civil bill.

"I hope that motion will not prevail,"
said Chairman Johnson of the District
committee; "there is important legislationaffecting the District of Columbia and
this is District day."

Representative Fitzgerald was plainlysurprised at the loud and vociferous vote
which was shouted against his motion.
Southern democrats in force had determinedto get a vote on the Clark bili to|day if possible.

District Day Set Aside.
-me noes seem to have it," announced

Speaker Clark.
Representative Fitzgerald thereupon

promptly made a point of no quorum and
the ensuing roll call vote showed the
"solid south" practically a unit for Districtday, the business of which would
have been a discussion of the Clark "Jim
Crow" bill.

District day was thereupon set asideand the debate on the sundry civil billproceeded.

IN SOUTH AMERICAN TRADE.
Increased Demand for Ships of

American Registry.
NEW YORK, February *..Curtailmentof the European trade with South

America because of war and a shortage
of steamships has brought about a de.
mand for sailing vessels of American
registry, and every ship, bark and
schooner flying the American flag is
being eagerly sought to carry cargocc
between New York and Brazil and the
Argentine.
For the first time in twenty yeareschooners .and shipB engaged in thecoal and lumber trade In the coastwisetrartlc have bocn chartered as car;riers In the South American trade. More

titan a dozen pf these vessels are nowloading at local piers with cargoes foi
South America.

QUITS SHIP IN MIDOCEAN.
« -i w :. -

urcw ui nm wcgwu oicainer imatacaRescued by £1 Zorro.
HALIFAX. N. S.. February 8 The

Norwegian steamer Imataca, bound
from Ayr, Scotland, to Baltimore, jn
ballast, was abandoned in a sinking
condition in the middle of the Atlantic,
,ind her crew rescued by the steamer
K1 Zorro, according to h wireless receivedhere today by the marine fisheriesdepartment from Cape Race.
The abandoned vessel was reported to

be a menace to navigation. No furtherdetails were contained in the wireless
message.
The Imataca was formerly known aa

the Victor Hugo. She was built in 1909
it Middlesboro. England, and was 290
feat long and of 1,235 net tonnage.

: WILL AWAIT REPORT
ON FLAG INCIDENT

v

Use of U. S. Colors by the Lu-
sitania Is Subject of

Inquiry.

; OFFICIALS EXPECT NOTE
FROM AMBASSADOR PAGE

State Department Also Looks for
> Explanation by British

Admiralty.

Pending the arrival of an official reportfrom Ambassador Page, no official
statement will be made of how the Amer;ica.n government regards the hoisting of
the American ilag on the British steam»ship Lusitania while crossing the Irish
sea. It was believed that an official state1ment from the British admiral should
also be received by the State Department.
While the incident was .discussed with

interest in official and diplomatic quarters,there was no indication of what developmentit might take.
"Under consideration" was the response

oi secretary .tsryan 10 questions regardingthe purpose of the State Department
in the* matter of the use of the American
flag by the Lusitania and the German
declaration of a war zone around the
British Isles. I

Officials Are Reticent.
Evidently these matters are regarded

as too delicate at this juncture to admit
of free discussiorf in the press, for the
officials are reticent regarding the receipt
of any cables from the ambassadors at
London or Berlin dealing with these sub-
jects, and are even indisposed to confirm
the accuracy of the press accounts in
relation to the various orders and decreeswhich, it is alleged, are being rereivedin this country.
There are some indications that the

State Department is contemplating the
treatment of these important matters
in one general note or statement, similarto that contained in Secretary Bry-
an's recent letter to Senator Stone,
chairman of the committee on foreign
relations, defending the administration'sattitude against the various
charges of unneutral conduct that had
appeared in the press.
Senator Stone was a White House

caller today. He said that in his opinionthe flying of the American flag by
the Lusitania was an "iqaproper use of
the flag." Senator Stone added that it
would be possible for Congress to adopt
a resolution protesting against the incident,but that he thought it a matterto be handled entirely by the executivebranch of the government.

N«te1 Officer* Cite Rule..
Naval officers recalled that the navy

regulations permit a warship to fly anotherflag \hau its own, but specificallyprovide it must bg_ hauled down
and the ship's own flag must be hoistedbefore a shot Is fired. There are

many incidents in naval" history where
that has been done, the latest being
the German sea rover Emden, which
hoisted the Japanese flag JuBt before
making a daring raid at Penang. Expertsin naval procedure recalled no
case, however, where a merchantman
was involved. %
It was recalled in naval circles here

today that when Capt. Glass, commandingthe cruiser Charleston, on his
way to the Philippines with a convoy
of troops, stopped and captured Guam
he ordered the Japanese flag to be
flown on his flagship and on the ships
of his flotilla. He signaled this messageto the steamers Australia. Peking
and Sydney, merchant ships under
charter to the government and in use
as troopships:
"Passing signal station at Guam,

Charleston will hoist Japanese colors;
others vessel.4; same, or none."
The deception was aided by the fact

that the Charleston v.as similar in ap-
pearance to the Japanese cruiser Naniwa.

All the authorities of international law
and the manual in use at the Naval WarCollegejustify the use of other flagp on
warships.

Quotation From Manual.
The Navy War College manual says:
"The regulations of the' United States

Navy state that the use of a foreign flag
to deceive the enemy is permissible, but
that it must be hauled down before a gun
is ftred, and under no circumstances is an
action to be commenced or a battle fought
without the display of the national en-
sign."
The records of international law

however, contain few instances in
which the use of a foreign flag on a

i merchantman has come into question,
one instance, though not in time of
war, came up during the term of SecretarySherman in the State Department,
in which the London oBard of Trade intervenedto stop improper display of a
United States flag.
These are Secretary Sherman's words:
"A line of Bteamers plying between

England and the United States under
the British flag has for some years
past used the United States union Jack
as Its house flag. Upon inquiry beingmade by the ambassador at London, the
British board of trade intervened in
virtue of its authority in matters of
shipping and navigation, and I am Justinformed that rhe line in question has
been constrained to adopt another distinctivehouse flag."

Brazilian Incident.
In May, 190;;, the American minister

to Brazil brought to the notice of the
Brazilian government the fact that a
Brazilian line of sailing vessels was
using a house flag resembling one of
the fc-ms of the national ensign of the
United States. The "complaint was retr\ ihA TlflVU Hona *"»
^vt v- vv rf iiuvui. is*, urazll,and the American minister was
subsequently informed that the Brazilianiirm owning the vessels in quesition had ordered another flag to be
substituted for that which had been
in use.
In 1900. however, a naval regulation

w as issued at the instance of Bear Ad
miral Stockton. head of a board revisingthe code, absolutely prohibiting the
use of either neutral or enemy flags
for purposes of deception. But very
soon after the signing of the order,
and before It had found general circulation,the attention of President
ltoosevelt was drawn to It by some navalofficers of high rank, who pointed
out that it had been the practice for
time Immemorial, and was perfectlylegitimate warfare, to make use of a
neutral flag to aproach either an enemy
ship or his batteries or to run down a
prize with the single condition that
before a hostile shot was flrcd the neutralflag must come down and the true
standard be hoisted. President Rooseveltwas moved by those arguments to
promptly rescind the new regulations,
which gave place to the one now extant.

Successful Use of Neutral Flag.
A celebrated case of the successful

use of a neutral flag during time of
war is a classic In naval history. It
was that of the Confederate sloop of
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ROUMANIANS AND
REPORTED TO

FURIOUS T1

Engagement Declared to H
Austrian Force Violate

Being Repulsed
PARIS, February 8..Aus

Roumanian frontier near Turn
in a dispatch from its Nish coi

reported to have fired on fronti
pose their passage, and a furioi

Strong reinforcements cam<

and, after a three-hour struggl<
have been driven back across t
wounded.

If the Austrians had captun
m m % mm

ent says, tney wouia nave naa

the only place in Serbia on the
tion with Roumania.

The incident, which occurre

followed up by either side, the J

REPORT BY AME
ON LUSITANh

Reviews Facts Lean
But Has Had ]

Downinj
LONDON, February 8, 3:07 p.m..

Walter Hines Page, the American ambassadorin London, today forwarded
to the State Department at WashingIton a report on the Lusitania flag incident.The ambassador in his report
informally reviews the alleged use of
the American flag by the Cunard liner
on entering Liverpool harbor Saturday
morning, as was related to the membersof the embassy staff by Americans
who had crossed the Atlantic on the

vessel.
Mr. Page has not communicated with

the foreign office concerning the incident,and as yet no official communicationsconcerning the use of the

American flag by a British vessel have

passed between the American and
British governments.
As the Lusitania carried :J40 cabin

passengers, many of them prominent
Americans who have a wide acquaintancein London, the news of the flag
incident spread rapidly in the hotels

.*11 htf-nma almost
and ciuDs uiiin At a..sj ^

the Bole topic of conversation.
The British government stoutly

maintains that the captain of the Lusitaniawas not ordered by government
officials to use a neutral flag.

Justified by British Press.

The news of the arrival at Liverpool
under the American flag of the Cunard
line steamer Lusitania is given much
space in the English papers today.
The information was received too late

to permit of much editorial comment
as yet, but enough has been printed to

show that the iucident is regarded as

one of great importance It is not generallyexpected, however, that the Britishgovernment will take further actionunless Washington requests an explanation.Commenting editorially on the use of
a neutral Hag by British merchantmen,
the Daily Express nays that while such
action may b«> legally, consistent, it
nevertheless will disturb British public
opinion.

Blow to British Pride.
Tn our case, above all others," says

the Daily Express, "such tactics will
seem Inexpedient*and even humiliating
to the British mind. x Since when, has
tha union Jack become a color to be
Jmuiod down timidly or aa inadequate

If
AUSTRIANS
HAVE FOUGHT
HREE-HOUR BATTLE

atfe Been Brought on When
d Roumanian Territory,
y Frontier Guards.
trian troops have violated the
Severin, the Journal is informed
respondent. The Austrians are
er guards who attempted to opisfight followed.
: to the help of the Roumanians,
s, the Austrians are reported to
the line with a large number of

;d Turn Severin, the correspondcompletecommand of Kladovo,
Danube permitting communicad

several days ago, has not been
fournal's report states.

iASSADOR PAGE
^ FLAG INCIDENT
led From Passengers,
No Word From

gStreet.
protection' on all the seas'.' The whole
f ' 'eaves a very disagreeable taste

..
e mouth of England.

','jye do not presume to question orcriticise the admiralty, but our confl
m sCuchnt^f ^dmira'ty and the navy® ?C" that we are bound to reirrpt

irs no ur£&
to tolerate.1" " We ar" 'least ?ncLrfe°d

"Advised" by Admiralty.
Willie maintaining that it is impossiblethe admiralty could have given

a secret order to merchant vessels tofly neutral flags, the Times' naval correspondentadmits it is quite natural
the admiralty should advise merchantmento hoist neutral flags or take anyother precautions to conceal their identitywhen passing through submarineinfestedwaters. He adds that such
advice doubtless has been given.Discussing Germany's promise not to
molest American vessels, the Times'
correspondent argues that under Internationallaw a blockade should be impartial,and that if Germany makes an
exception in favor of Americans she
must make it apply, also, to other, orthe blockade would be ineffective.

Foreign Office Statement.
The following statement was issued by

the foreign office last night:
'The use of a neutral flag is, within

port u in limitutlr*tu umll<_w» W... rt til csiauiioucu 1U

practice as a ruse de guerre. The only
effect-in the case of a merchantman of
wearing a flag other than her national
flag is to compel the enemy to follow
the ordinary obligations of naval warfare,and satisfy himself as to the nationalityof the vessel and the character of
her cargo by examination before capturingher and taking her into a prize court
for adjudication.
"The British government has always

considered the use of the British colors
by foreign vessels legitimate for the purposeof escaping capture. Such practice
not only involves no breach of internationallaw, but is specifically recognized
by the law of this country in the merchantshipping act of 1894.

"In Instructions to British consuls' in'
1914, it is stated: 'A ship is liabld to

{Continued a?'Second

CASH WITHOUT LIMIT
FOR THE BRITISH ARMY

/
^LONDON, February 8, 2:45 p.m..For

the first time in 200 years the British
government today, invited the house
of commons to give it a blank check
for army purposes.
This is virtually the effect of the new

precedent set up by the introduction of
army estimates, without details and
without the aggregates of the expenditures,and when parliament has voted
the nominal sum of £1,000 sterling
under each of the fifteen groups of expendituresit will have voted supplies
without limit for an army of 5,000,000
men, to be accounted for when the
war is over.

TWO FACE BURGLARY CHARGE.

Alabama Health Officer and State
Capitol Janitor Are Accused.

MONTGOMERY, Ala., February 8..
Dr. George Robert Norman, a physician
of Brookwood, Ala., and Kelly Adams,
a negro janitor at the state capitol,
have been arrested on indictments
charging burglary, following an investigationinto, alleged fraudulent methodsused in disbursing physicians* licenses.#

it is anegea oy ur. vv. ti. sanaers,
state health officer, that the physician
and the negro made a practice of substitutingexamination papers.

HIGH SEAS STAY PASSAGE.

Transport Prairie, With Submarines.Delayed in Beaching Mobile.
MOBILE, Ala.. February 8..A Pensa|cola, Fia., special says: Tbe transport

Prairie, convoying the submarines K-l,
K-2, Kt5 and K-6, will not reach here
before Tuesday or Wednesday morning.The vessels were due last Friday,but for the past week the gulf
has been very rough and two hard
blows occurred, compelling the hornets
of the deep to remain at Key West untilthe rough weather passed.
Several other naval vessels, including

torpedo boat destroyers, are due to
arrive during the week, most of them
coming up from Guantanaino.

BANDAGES FOR WOUNDED.

Three Hundred Girls in New York
Given Work by Salvation Army.
NEW YORK. February 8..Three hundredgirls were put to work today by the

Salvation Army making bandages and
surgical dressings for use in Europe. The
dressings are to be delivered to the Red
Cross Society. The girls, many, of them
the sole support of families, will earn 75
cents a day.
The committee on unemployment among

women, headed by Mrs. James Speyer,
today opened emergency workshops in
various parts of the city which will provideemployment for 1,5(10 women.

2,000 Men Accept Cut in Wages.
READING, Pa., February S..More

than 2,000 men employed by the Reading
Iron Company began work today at reducedwages. The puddlers accepted a cut
of from $5.50 to $5 per ton, and the other
workers took a reduction in proportion.
The working force was increased over

that recently employed, and It is exjpected that the work day will be lengthened'in%a short time, giving the men more
income.

Treasure Shipped Back to Paris.
GENEVA, via Paris, February 8..A

second consignment of bonds, stocks
and scrip sent here from Paris for safe
keeping soon after the Germans invadedFrance, was shipped back to the
French capital Saturday in a strongly
guarded car. The value of the ship,ment was estimated at between |600,000,000and 1000,000,000,

MAY SEEK CHANGE
IN LEVYING TAXES

Improved Method Regarding
Personal Property Likely to

hoiiow. rage unarges.

LAW, NOT ASSESSORS,
RESPONSIBLE FOR SYSTEM

Letters to North Carolina Representative
From Taxpayers Give Experiences

of Writers.

Improvement in the methods of levying
personal taxes in the District of Columbiamay be sought through the Joint effortof Representative Page, chairman of
the District appropriations subcommittee
of the House, and the District Commissioners,as a result of the charges made
by the former on the floor of the House
Saturday that the present system largely
is based on guesswork.

It was learned today that the subject
already had been discussed by RepresentativePage and Commissioner Newman,
terminating in an agreement that the Districtofficial is to arrang2fcfor the Installationof whatever administrative improvementsare possible at present, while
Representative Page will consider what
changes, if any, should be made in the
personal tax law.
At the District building it is pointed

out that whatever criticism may be
made of the present method of assessingpersonal taxes should be directed
against the law and not the assessor,
as that official is declared to have
open to him no course other than to
follow the law on the subject.

Says Assessors Guess Value.
Representative Pace's principal criticismwas that the assessors* in the absenceoC an inventory, walk by a house

and make' a guess as to the value of
the personal property contained within.
He claimed that he had been assessed
with a penalty of 20 per cent for failureto .make return on his personal
property and that it was the first noticehe had received from the board of
personal tax appraisers in ten years.
Investigation of the law governing

the subject reveals the fact that the
board is not required to mail inventory
blanks, and that it only gives out such
blanks upon request. No such blank
was sent to Representative Page this
year, it is stated, but his property was
assessed on the basis of a return which
he voluutarilj* made a year ago, accordingto officials of the assessor's
office. As no return was made this
year by Mr. Page, the usual 20 per cent
penalty was added, as is required bylaw in all euch cases.
Regarding the charge that guesswork is resorted to when no returns

are made, members of the board of personaltax-appraisers admtt that this is
true, and point out that it is done in
accordance with law. Assessments thus
established purposely are made high
so that property owners affected will
appeal to the board. This Is the only
means, it is claimed, by which the
board, in many cases, can arrive approximatelyat the value of propertywhich has not been listed by owners.

Provision of the Law.
The law governing this feature provides"That if the said board of personaltax appraisers be not satisfied

as to the correctness of the return of
personal property made by any person,firm, association, company, administrator,executor, guardian or trustee,said board may reject said return,
and said board, or any of the members
thereof, may. from the best informationhe or they can procure, or by makingsuch an examination of the personalproperty as may be practicable,
assess the same in such amount as to
him or they seem just, and notice of
the rejection of the sworn return
shall be given to the party interested!
by leaving the same at the address
given in said return.- and in all such
cases there shall be a right of appeal
from the action taken by said appraisersto the board of personal tax ap-
peals hereinafter provided for, or to
their successors In office, within fifteendays after delivery of said notice
or rejection as aforesaid." ^

Complaints of property owners who
claim that their personal belongings
have been assessed too high are now
being made to the board of review,
which will hold daily sessions until
March S. The board convenes at 10
a.m. and at 3 p.m. Appeals should be
made by personal appeai%nce.

Complaints of Taxpayers.
Representative Page today received

communications from several taxpayersin the city giving experiences with
the personal tax assessment system
similar to that complained of by Mr.
Page in the House of Representatives
last Saturday. One of the communicationswas from a woman on Connecticutavenue, who told the representativeher tax bill had been mounting
upward without any addition by her to
the stock of personal property in her
house, and also without any call from
a tax assessor. ,

Another letter was from a man wlip
charged that employes of the assessor's !'
office are going about at night making
up personal tax returns for property
owners, for a Tee. This letter offered
to give the name of an attorney or a
notary who had put the returns into
proper shape and had them sworn to.
Another property owner called on

Representative Page with a notice from
the assessor. The property owner said
he had filed a return of his personal
belongings with the assessor, and that
he had made an affidavit as to its ac-
curacy before a notary. j

Vrtiffifhutunillnf this. tho Knoi»9 1^ 1
said, had sent him a notice raising his
estimate by $800, and refusing to accept
his sworn statement; but no member of
the board of assessors, he said, had ever
visited his house.
"The trouble is just as I pointed out

in the House," said Mr. Page today,
"there is not enough initiative in that
office. No new legislation is needed to
cover the situation: all they need is
business methods. They can't go on guessIing at the property people have, but
should give every property owner a 1
chance to make a return. Then if the 1
returns under oath are wrong they have ]
the District attorney and the grand jury <
to rely on for indictments for perjury." i

1

DAY IN CONGEESS.
|

Senate.
Met at noon.
Resumed consideration of government

ship purchase bill. ^
Senator Da Follette introduced re&o- J

lution to provide for calling conference (

of neutral nations to consider estab- 1

lisliment of world peace. 1

House. \
o

Met at 11 a.m. I
Debate was resumed on the sundry e

civil appropriation bill. t

The judiciary committee considered %

charges against Federal Judge Dayton t
o£ 1 Virginia. jf1*

FATE OF HUNGARY
m i in pai anpr
u i ill. 111 ununiiui.

AS BATTLES RAGE
Russians and Austrians Both

Claim to Have Scored
Successes.

CLEAR POLAND OF ENEMY ,

BY SPRING, THE PROGRAM

Czar's Militarv Exnerts Think Tim»

Has Come to Inaugurate a

General Offensive. }
»

GERMAN ATTACK IS SHIFTED

Attempt to Reach Warsaw Believed
to Have Been Sidetracked for

Campaign in East
Pruasia.

PETROGRAD. February 8..
Hard fighting continued in the
Carpathians with success of considerableimportance for the Russiantroops, according to an officialcommunication issued here
today.
A pursuit of the Austrians after

their resistance had been broken
at three fortified positions near
Mezolaborcz is said to have resultedin the caoture of more
than 2.500 prisoners. The captureof additional troops after a

retreat north of Uzsok pass also
is recorded, while it is stated Austrianattacks were repulsed at
other mountain passes.
Minor Russian victories are

claimed in East Prussia and
northern Poland.

Great Battle in Bukowina.
GENEVA, via Paris, February 8.-*

Desperate fighting Is going on in the
Carpathians between Lawoezne, in Galicia,and Voloctm. in Hungary. Accordingto advices received here the Russianshave captured the villages of
Ulics, Koraarnik, Csertesz and Swidnik.
A great battle is raging in Bukowina,

between Derna-Watra and Klmpolung.
Austrian headquarters has prohibited
war correspondents from going to the
front at Poschorita. The Austrians are

reported to have been driven back beyondthe Moldava river and the Russiansalso have gained some small successesat Yablomitza.

Russians Plan Offensive.
WARSWAW, Russian Poland, February

8 (via London)..The reaction which followedthe cessation of the fierce German

aggressive in the region of Human
and Borjimow, and the transfer of
German troops northward to initiate a

new offensive in the East Prussian country
which lies between. Tilsit, Gtmtbfnnen and

Lipno, has provided the Russian forces on

the Poland, in the opinion of Russian
military observers, with an opportunit>
for the long-heralded offensive whose ultimateresult will be the expulsion of Germanforces from West Poland.
Ever since the German attack on Borjimow,which reached its climax Thursday,the number of German troops betweenthe junction of the Bzura river

and Boiimow has been decreasing.
German Attack Shifted.

Following their failure to make materialheadway against the Russian
line which protected lluniin and lJor-
jimow, the Germans shifted their attackto the right bank of the Vistula,
northwest of Warsaw between lJpno
and JSierpec. This offensive, however,
was not comparable in intensity to the
former, and it evidently was only an

interlude to mask an important transferof German troops in the direction
of Bast Prussia.
The new Russian advance, according

to the latest and most reliable informationreaching Warsaw, already b; ^

bapn successful between the Bzura
junction and Vitkovitze, where ih<
have taken a number of German
trenches and started the enemy upon
a precipitate retreat in w hich the Germansleft a large number of pieces of
artillery behind them.
Russian military observers in Poland

find in the disorder and disorganization
evidenced in this German retro;:t increasingproof of what they call the
weakening of the German morale

Germans Well Fortified.

Although it is expected here that the

Russian offensive will now extend over

the whole Polish front, even the most

sanguine do not look for any very rapid
progress in the resumption of the aggressive,since the Russians have detailedinformation of elaborate Germanfortifications extending from the
Vistula south to Sklerniewice and
Lavka. The general consensus of militaryopinion in Warsaw toda\, howaver,is that the Russians will retake
western Poland in the early spring.
Great tribute is paid here to the continuedmobility shown by ^he German

forces in their lightning changes of
front. In the recent transfer to Kast
Prussia the Germans made use of an

anormous number of automobiles for
noving their soldiers. They ure in
possession of 30,000 motor cars, each
accommodating twenty men, with food
tnd ammunition, and capable of a

speed of sixteen miles an hour.

4W*lan« Claim a Vletor-tr

VIENNA. Austria, February g, via
Amsterdam and London, 3:35 p.m..-The
Luotro-Hungarian war press bureau tolayissued Hi© following description oi

he recent fighting in the Carpathian
nountains:
"Tli© battle for Dukia pass ended fa-orablyfor us. Owing to difficulties

it transport only weak Russian artileryforces participated, but the Uusianshad concentrated near r>ukla
»ass strong infantry forcesfi which aaancedagainst the heights.
^Without regard for human material

hB Russians tried to enfog^ a sueItwtuldeciawu, XltTM o{ jUieir ai-


